
The Windsor-Essex Parkway will be the most expensive single highway investment made in Ontario history. It 
reflects a commitment by the Governments of Ontario and Canada to build the right solution. It is one-of-a-kind in 
terms of the scale and uniqueness of its community enhancement features for any highway, anywhere in Ontario. 
It provides for the safe, efficient and timely movement of border-bound traffic and goods while directly addressing 
community concerns and goals. 

On a per kilometre (km) basis, when compared to other needed highway improvements that have taken place and 
adjusted to 2011 dollars, The Windsor-Essex Parkway is unprecedented. It is well over five times more expensive 
than any other highway project in the history of Ontario. 

The Windsor-Essex Parkway includes 11 tunnelled sections on the below-grade roadway with at least 20 
interchange ramps at key locations and at least 240 acres of green space with more than 20 km of recreational 
trails. It also includes parallel service roads that will provide full access to schools, neighbourhoods, natural areas 
and shopping.

Windsor plays host to Canada’s busiest border crossing. The need to provide a modern, efficient and seamless 
gateway influences the cost of The Windsor-Essex Parkway. The fragile state of the border transportation system 
has resulted in delays and increased costs for industry which are then passed on to consumers. The Detroit River 
International Crossing study team is committed to improving the situation of trucks travelling on local streets and 
through residential areas. The Windsor-Essex Parkway is needed to reconnect communities, provide additional 
green space for families to enjoy while minimizing environmental impacts and achieving transportation objectives.

The chart below compares The Windsor-Essex Parkway’s cost per km of $168 M/km to the five next most 
expensive cost per km projects ever carried out in Ontario. All costs have been inflated to 2011 dollars to allow 
for a direct comparison between projects. This chart shows that The Windsor-Essex Parkway will be the most 
expensive highway ever built in Ontario on a cost per km basis. For more details on Ontario’s top most expensive 
highway construction projects see the expanded chart on the following page.

 

Ontario’s Top Highway Projects

Note: This chart was examined historically and 
includes information on costs that include project 
costs inflated to 2011 dollars for comparison to 
The Windsor-Essex Parkway cost estimates which 
are presented in 2011 dollars. The same inflation 
factor used for the Parkway was used to determine 
these numbers. The example above is based on a 
Parkway connection to Plaza A. If Plaza B were to 
be selected, the cost/km would be $139M and if 
Plaza C were to be selected the cost/km would be 
$132M. The Windsor-Essex Parkway estimate 
includes engineering costs. 



Contacts:

Roger Ward
Ministry of Transportation
Windsor BIIG Office
949 McDougall Avenue, Suite 200
Windsor, ON  N9A 1L9
Tel:  519-973-7367
Fax:  519-973-7327
detroit.river@ontario.ca

Len Kozachuk, P.Eng.
URS Canada

Windsor Project Office
1010 University Avenue W, Suite 104
Windsor, ON  N9A 5S4
Tel:  519-969-9696
Fax:  519-969-5012
info@partnershipborderstudy.com

Prepared by the Detroit River International Crossing Study Team, May 2008.
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