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This comment summary report was prepared by the Windsor Essex Mobility Group (WEMG). 
This summary captures the key discussion points from the Public Information Open House 
(PIOH) held on Wednesday, July 13th, 2011.  It is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of 
comments and/or questions received. If you have any questions or comments regarding the 
summary, please contact:  
 
 

 
Public Liaison Officer  

Windsor Essex Mobility Group 
2187 Huron Church Road, Suite 210 

Windsor, Ontario N9C 2L8 
Email: wep-plo@lura.ca  

Tel: 519.819.0148  
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1 About the Windsor-Essex Parkway  

The Windsor-Essex Parkway (the Parkway) was conceived to strengthen transportation, improve 
goods movement between Canada and the United States, reduce road congestion, and foster 
economic growth. The Parkway will connect Highway 401 to a new Canadian inspection plaza and a 
new international crossing over the Detroit River to Interstate 75 in Michigan, USA. It will be a 
below-grade, six-lane highway, approximately 11 kilometres long with 11 tunnels and a four-lane 
service road that will provide full access to schools, neighbourhoods, natural areas, and shopping. 
Some other notable features of the Parkway include 300+ acres of green space, 20 kilometres of 
recreational trails, extensive landscaping throughout the corridor, as well as noise and environmental 
mitigation measures.  
 
The Detroit River International Crossing Environmental Assessment (EA) Study completed for the 
Windsor-Essex Parkway (the Parkway) included an extensive consultation program, which included 
meaningful dialogue with stakeholders and the public. The Ministry of Transportation (MTO), 
Infrastructure Ontario (IO), Windsor Essex Mobility Group (WEMG), and Parkway Infrastructure 
Constructors (PIC) are committed to maintaining and building on the consultation efforts to keep 
interested parties informed of activities, future design phases and project implementation.  
 

2 Public Information Open House 

On July 13th, 2011, the third Public Information Open House (PIOH) was held to report to the 
public and local stakeholder in greater detail on the proposed construction scheduling, staging, and 
design elements for the Windsor-Essex Parkway.  In addition, the meeting sought reassure residents 
and business along the Parkway that mitigating construction impacts is a priority for the Windsor-
Essex Mobility Group and the Parkway Infrastructure Constructors. The PIOH was held from 2:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Ciociaro Club of Windsor (3745 North Talbot Road, Windsor, Ontario). 

2.1 Purpose 

Ongoing consultation with the local community and members of the business community offers 
WEMG and PIC the opportunity to continue dialogue about the Windsor-Essex Parkway to 
enhance social and political capital in the area and reiterate the consortium’s commitment to 
mitigating impacts felt in the community.  
 
In addition, the third PIOH sought to provide local residents and businesses with detailed 
information about proposed construction scheduling, staging, and design elements, including:  
 

 The finalized road alignments and lane configurations for Highway 401 and Highway 3 
including interchange ramps and cross roads; 

 Plans for initial excavation along the Windsor-Essex Parkway corridor, including temporary 
drainage provisions and erosion sediment control; 
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 Plans for constructing initial bridges, tunnels and storm water management ponds during fall 
2011 and into spring 2012; 

 Revisions to ponds four and six, including minor property revisions related to change in 
drainage standards; 

 A utility relocation plan; 

 Updates to the Landscape and Trails Master Plan; 

 Traffic management including access and egress points (moving construction vehicles in and 
out of the construction area); and, 

 How to stay informed and involved throughout the upcoming construction. 

2.2 Notification 

To ensure that members of the public and stakeholders were given adequate notice of the 
information open house, advertisements were placed in local papers as well as on the project website 
prior to the information open house (www.weparkway.ca).  Information about the PIOH was 
highlighted in the Spotlight section and a PDF of the notice posted under in the “Info you Need” 
section by July 6th and maintained until the date of the PIOH. Information about the PIOH was also 
tweeted on the project twitter account (@WEParkway) leading up to and on the day of the PIOH.   
 
Prior to the event, a media advisory was sent out to all local and regional media outlets prior to 
PIOH #3.  In addition, the PIOH was advertised in the following papers prior to the event:  
 

 Essex Free Press on (Wednesday, July 6) 

 LaSalle Post on (Wednesday, July 6) 

 Le Rempart on (Wednesday, July 6) 

 Tecumseh Tribune (Thursday, July 7) 

 Windsor Star on (Wednesday, July 6 and Saturday, July 9) 

Letters/emails were sent to elected officials, first nations, governmental agencies, and key 
stakeholders to ensure they were informed about the information open house.  Notification of the 
event was also sent to residents and businesses along the construction corridor of the Windsor-
Essex Parkway through a newsletter mail drop.  
 
Materials used to notify the public about the PIOH and meeting hand outs were also available in French. To view a 
copy of the event notification in both English and French, please refer to Appendix A.   

2.3 Attendance 

It is estimated that 500-550 individuals attended the third PIOH with a total of 434 members of the 
public and stakeholders voluntarily signing-in at the welcome/registration tables. In addition to 
members of the public and stakeholders who attended the meeting, the Mayor and two municipal 
councillors from the Town of Tecumseh, one councillor from the City of Windsor, and two 
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Provincial candidates were in attendance.  Several representatives from local media were also in 
attendance including AM 800, Windsor Star (two reporters and a photopgrapher), Today’s 
Windsor.com, A-News, CBC TV, Windsorite.ca, CBC Radio, and former Windsor Star columnist 
Gord Henderson. To review a complete list of those who signed in at the PIOH, please refer to 
Appendix B.   
 
Note, to ensure questions/comments/concerns could be received, recorded, and addressed in a 
timely manner the third PIOH was well staffed with over 40 members of the Project Team from 
WEMG, PIC, and HMQ in attendance.  

2.4 Format  

Upon arriving at the meeting venue, attendees were asked to sign-in at the welcome/registration 
tables.  Once registered, participants were provided with an information package that contained a 
PIOH comment form, evaluation form, and Windsor-Essex Parkway factsheets/maps.  The 
information package helped supply attendees with the necessary information to understand Parkway 
design and constructions processes as well as create avenues for them to provide informed 
feedback/comments to the Project Team. To obtain a copy of a blank PIOH comment form, please 
refer to Appendix C.  To obtain a copy of the factsheets provided to PIOH attendees, please refer 
to Appendix D.  
 
From 2:00 – 8:00 p.m., attendees were able to peruse through a series of project panels/boards, 
design rollout plans, project maps, and view and ask questions about a snake fencing display.  The 
project panels were grouped by topic area in different sections of the meeting venue (e.g. general 
information, what to expect during construction, design elements, storm water management, traffic 
management, and landscaping/trails master plan).   Throughout the evening, members of the 
Project Team interacted with the public recording comments, concerns and questions with clipboard 
recording sheets. To review the project panels, please refer to Appendix E.  
 
In addition, several roll plans and maps of the project area were available for attendees to highlight 
geographic areas of interest and/or concern to Project Team members. An animated, three 
dimensional virtual fly-over of the Parkway was also shown on a large presentation screen over the 
course of the evening to aid attendees in visualizing the completed project.  Throughout the 
meeting, members of the Project Team from all aspects of the Project were available to dialogue 
with attendees and respond appropriately to questions, comments, or concerns that were raised.   
 
At three points in the information open house (2:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.) a 20-25 minute 
presentation was scheduled to be delivered by the Project Team in a separate meeting space.  Due to 
overwhelming interest an additional presentation was conducted at 3:15 p.m.  In total, 315 
individuals and stakeholders attended the four PIOH presentations.  To review a copy of the PIOH 
presentation, please refer to Appendix F.  
 
During and after the open house, participants were invited to write down feedback on comment 
forms that were provided to participants upon arrival.  The comment forms were submitted at the 
registration table or by email, fax or post following the event. To review comment forms submitted, 
please refer to Appendix G. In addition, Project Team members documented their conversations 
with community members and stakeholders to ensure their input could be incorporated into the 
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PIOH comment summary report.  To review comments submitted by Project Team members, 
please refer to Appendix H.  

3 Summary of Feedback Received 

A summary of the comments received is presented below.  The comments are grouped by topic and 
illustrate recurring themes.  The detailed comments received during the PIC through submitted 
comment forms and project team comment recording sheets can be found in their respective 
appendix. 

3.1 General Comments/Questions: 

 Many positive comments about the Parkway and landscaping/trails design and plans for 
construction and pile driving issue mitigation 

 When will construction start and when will it be finished? 
 The Project Team should provide more information for how media/photographers can be 

granted access to the project site during construction 
 More information is needed on how individuals can salvage materials from houses 
 Why is the Project Team taking so long to begin construction? 
 Where will the waste from house demolition go? 
 Will the project take longer than anticipated? 

3.2 Traffic 

 Access to Huron Estates and other neighbourhoods during construction must be protected.  
 How will students/pedestrians access to St. Clair College? 
 Residents and businesses want to see a schedule/plan of upcoming road closures 
 Has school bus routing during construction been discussed with the local school boards? 
 The Project Team should discuss transit scheduling with the municipality  
 How will traffic from the Ambassador Bridge link to the new Parkway? 
 Speed bumps / traffic calming is needed along Montgomery 
 WEMG and PIC should inform transit providers, cabs, and funeral halls of traffic delays or 

other potential issues may arise 
 Will residents be able to get on the Parkway at Howard Avenue?   
 Will truck and traffic be able to navigate all the diversions to get to the border or will they 

use Sarnia? 
 Concerns about lengthy closures at Cousineau and Howard 
 There should be a traffic signal at Pulford Street 

3.3 Jobs and Contract Opportunities 

 Several inquires were received pertaining to contract and employment opportunities 
 How much money has already been spent on the project? 
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 How many people will be hired by the Project Team? 
 How many local jobs will be created in the next six months as a result of the Windsor-Essex 

Parkway? 

3.4 Status of Michigan 

 Several inquiries about the ongoing situation in Michigan 
 Will the Parkway construction continue without approval of a new bridge to the USA? 
 What will happen if the U.S.A. doesn’t allow the bridge to be built? 
 Why are the Provincial and municipal governments not doing something to counterattack 

the Ambassador Bridge public relations campaign? 
 More details are needed about the connections between the Windsor-Essex Parkway and the 

Ambassador bridge 

3.5 Community Impacts 

 Several comments were received pertaining to ongoing maintenance of MTO properties (e.g. 
grass, weeds) 

 Concerns about existing and future noise on Huron Church at night as a result of increased 
construction traffic  

 Will relocation during construction be offered to those affected by construction impacts? 
 The Project Team must ensure that there are no flooding impacts on properties adjacent to 

the Parkway 
 The temporary road building built into Huron estates should be made a permanent road so 

that residents have two exits/entrances from their community 
 How will houses along the new Huron Church Line be protected from traffic (e.g. trees, 

guardrail)  
 The trail head of Spring Garden Trail should not be used for construction staging 
 Traffic calming measures should be put in place along Montgomery Drive 
 Will utilities be affected on Heritage Drive? 
 Eastbound avenue should be closed during construction as there are a lot of children in the 

neighbourhood 
 Concerns that drivers will use ancillary roads to avoid traffic and will be speeding through 

neighbourhoods 
 The Project Team should work with the Windsor County Mall to mitigate construction 

impacts for the mall 
 Has the Project Team consider the impacts of fog with all of the tunnels along the Parkway? 
 How long will it take to remove the old North Talbot bridge and construct the new one? 

3.6 Pile Driving / Noise / Vibration 

 How will the Project Team reduce noise and dust impacts on the community? 
 Concerns about level of vibration that neighbours will feel during pile driving 
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 The Project Team needs to assess the impacts of vibration on adjacent properties 
 When will noise walls be built for my neighbourhood? 
 Temporary noise barriers should be created along Chelsea and Montgomery due to increased 

noise resulting from previous building demolishion 
 Excess dirt should be used to create more berms to reduce noise along the Parkway 
 Concerns over the impacts of pile driving and the potential for cracked foundations 
 Planting should be used along Howard Avenue to mitigate noise for surrounding properties 
 Existing sound walls should not be removed until new sound barriers are built 

3.7 Landscape and Trails 

 Will it really look as nice as the picture and panels? 
 Why is there no trail connection for residents north of E.C. Row? 
 Additional parking lots should be created along the trail system 
 Will bikers be separated from hikers and seniors walking the trails? 
 A temporary trail is needed from Spring Garden to Malden  
 Would like to see parking lots at trailhead locations such as tunnel tops to access the trails 
 Are there plans to maintain the gardens and shrubs along the Parkway? 
 Will more bike paths be removed along the 401? 
 The area surrounding the trail closure at Malden should be paved in the interim period while 

residents wait for the new trail 
 Will the trails accommodate seniors, bikers, and those with accessibility challenges?  

3.8 Wildlife / Species at Risk 

 Who do I contact if I see a snake in my backyard? 
 Concerns over the increased risk of mosquitoes resulting from new ponds 
 Why is so much money being spent on protecting snakes? 
 Are there any plans for keeping geese off stormwater management ponds?  
 Who should residents contact about snake removal? 
 Concerns over having snakes live along the new trail system due to long grasses and 

naturalized landscaping  
 There is an existing natural area north of Spring Garden and East of Malden Road that 

should be bought by the Province 
 

3.9 Environment  

 Can people move/spade project site trees that will not be used, before they are cut? 
 What will be done with old channel and septic outflows? 
 How will stormwater management work and will it overflow to drains in big storms? 
 Will mosquitoes associated with stormwater ponds be managed to control West Nile Virus? 
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 Concerned that snake fences are limiting surface water flow and could create flooding in new 
areas 

3.10 General Feedback 

 “I appreciated the well organized information and presentations -thank you” 
 “Seems well organized”  
 “Now build it” 
 It is so beautiful, I want to live forever to enjoy it. – 86 year old woman 

4 Next Steps 

At several points during the PIOH meeting attendees were informed of the diverse ways they could 
become engaged in the project or come in contact with the Public Liaison Office.  Participants were 
invited to submit their comments to the Project Team by using the comment forms handed out at 
the registration table or by signing up for Community or Business meetings. Attendees were also 
informed that future information open houses are being planned for 2011 and were encouraged to 
continue to monitor the project website for new information and project updates.  



  Windsor-Essex Parkway  
Public Information Open House (July 2011)  

Comment Summary Report 

 

 
 
 

 

APPENDIX A: ADVERTISEMENTS



YOU ARE INVITED TO: 
A Public Information Open House for the WINDSOR-ESSEX PARKWAY 

Construction of the Windsor-Essex Parkway will start in August!

The Windsor Essex Mobility Group is providing you with an opportunity to obtain 
information, talk one-on-one with the Windsor-Essex Parkway team and provide 
feedback and suggestions on the latest project details. Come learn about:
 

Various construction techniques and plans for mitigating impacts.

Various construction elements including:

  The �nalized road alignments for Highway 401 and Highway 3
  Plans for excavation of the corridor
  Plans for construction of the bridges, tunnels and stormwater ponds
  Minor re�nements to design of two stormwater management ponds
  Utility relocations
  Updates to the Landscape and Trails Master Plan
  Tra�c management during construction

How to stay informed and involved throughout the upcoming construction. 

The Public Information Open House will 
be held: 
Wednesday, July 13th, 2011 
2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Ciociaro Club
Salon A 
3745 N Talbot Rd.
Oldcastle, Ontario N0R 1L0 
(519) 737-6153

Stay Connected. Find Out More. 
Join the online mailing list to receive updates and notices of future meetings and read up-to-date information at www.weparkway.ca. 

Follow the project on Twitter at twitter.com/WEParkway.
For more information on the Windsor-Essex Parkway, please contact:

Ministry of Transportation  Windsor Border Initiatives Implementation 
Group , 949 McDougall Avenue, Suite 200 , Windsor, Ontario N9A 1L9 

Tel: (519) 973-7367

This Public Information Open House will build upon the community 
consultation previously conducted through the Detroit River International 
Crossing (DRIC) study and the Public Information Open Houses held on 
March 9 and May 18, 2011. In accordance with Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Act requirements, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will 
be prepared and made available for review. The DCR will document how 
the commitments and mitigation outlined in the Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Report and the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Screening Report have been addressed. Notices advising of the availability 
of the Design and Construction Report will be published in local 
newspapers.

Information collected at the Open House will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Access to 
Information Act.  With the exception of personal information, all comments become part of the public record.

Presentations will take place in 
Salon D at 2:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.

Public Liaison O�ce, Windsor Essex Mobility Group 
2187 Huron Church Road, Suite 210, Windsor, Ontario N9C 2L8   

Email: wep-plo@wemg.ca   Tel: (226) 347-1519 or 1-877-WE-PKWAY (937-5929)

Sign-up for a Windsor-Essex Parkway Neighbourhood or Business Meeting 
and learn more about upcoming construction and how it relates to your 

neighbourhood or business. 



VOUS ÊTES INVITÉS À :
Une séance d’information publique concernant l’autoroute Windsor-Essex.

La séance d'information publique aura 
lieu : 
Le mercredi 13 juillet 2011, de 14 h à 20 h

Ciociaro Club
Salon A
3745, chemin Talbot N.
Oldcastle (Ontario) N0R 1L0
(519) 737-6153

Restez connectés. Pour en savoir davantage.
Joignez-vous à la liste de distribution en ligne pour recevoir des mises à jour et des convocations aux réunions futures, et lire des renseignements à jour sur 

www.weparkway.ca. Suivez le projet sur Twitter : twitter.com/WEParkway.
Pour plus d'information sur l’autoroute Windsor-Essex, communiquez avec :

Ministère des Transports, Groupe de mise en œuvre des initiatives 
frontalières de Windsor  949, avenue McDougall, bureau 200

Windsor (Ontario) N9A 1L9  Tél. : (519) 973-7367

Cette séance d’information publique s'appuiera sur les consultations 
communautaires menées auparavant dans le cadre de l’étude Projet de 
passage international de la rivière Détroit (DRIC) et les séances d'information 
publiques, tenues le 9 mars 2011 et le 18 mai 2011.  Conformément aux 
exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l'Ontario, un 
rapport de conception et de construction (RCC) sera préparé et mis à 
disposition à des �ns d’examen. Le RCC fera état de la façon dont les 
engagements et les mesures d'atténuation, décrites dans le Rapport �nal sur 
l'évaluation environnementale de l'Ontario et le Rapport �nal d'examen 
préalable en vertu de la Loi canadienne sur l'évaluation environnementale, ont 
été traités.  Des avis concernant la disponibilité du rapport de conception et de 
construction seront publiés dans les journaux locaux.

L'information recueillie durant la séance d’information publique sera utilisée conformément à la Loi sur l'accès à l'information et la protection de la vie privée 
et la Loi d'accès à l'information.  À l'exception des renseignements personnels, tous les commentaires deviennent une partie du domaine public.

Les présentations auront lieu 
dans le salon D, à 14 h 30, à  17 
h et à 19 h.

Agent de liaison public, Windsor Essex Mobility Group
2187, chemin Huron Church, bureau 210, Windsor (Ontario) N9C 2L8

Courriel : wep-plo@lura.ca   Tél. : 226-347-1519 ou 1-877-WE-PKWAY (937-5929)

Inscrivez-vous à une réunion des résidents ou des 
entreprises de l’autoroute Windsor-Essex pour en apprendre 
davantage sur la construction à venir et comment elle 
touchera votre quartier ou votre entreprise.

La construction de l’autoroute Windsor-Essex commencera en août!
Le Windsor Essex Mobility Group vous donne la possibilité d'obtenir de 
l’information, de parler en personne avec l'équipe de l’autoroute Windsor-Essex et 
de faire des commentaires et suggestions sur les derniers détails du projet.  Venez 
en apprendre davantage sur :

           Divers plans et techniques de construction pour l’atténuation des     
           incidences
           Divers éléments de construction, notamment :

       Le tracé routier et la con�guration des voies �naux pour    
          l'autoroute 401 et la route 3

       Les plans relatifs à l'excavation initiale le long du corridor
       Les plans de construction des ponts, tunnels et bassins d’eaux   
          pluviales
       Les révisions mineures à deux bassins de gestion des eaux pluviales
       Le plan de relocalisation des services publics
       Les mises à jour au plan directeur de l’aménagement paysager et   
         des sentiers
       La gestion de la circulation durant la construction
Comment rester informé et impliqué tout au long de la prochaine période 
de construction.
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 APPENDIX C:  BLANK WORKSHEET 



Windsor‐Essex Parkway Project 
Public Information Open House (PIOH) 

Wednesday, July 13, 2011 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE WORKSHEET 
 
 

 
Contact Information (optional) – Please Print 

Name:      __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:    __________________________________________________________________ 

Email:      __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. Do you have any comments and/or questions on the proposed construction schedule, 
construction experience – what to expect, or other construction related activities?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Do you have any comments and/or questions about traffic management plans during 

construction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Information Open House (PIOH) 
WORKSHEET 

Information will be collected and used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and solely for the purpose of the 
Windsor-Essex Parkway project.  This material will be maintained on file for use during the project and may be included in project documentation. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.  

 

 
3. Do you have any comments and/or questions about the design, construction, or maintenance 

of the Windsor‐Essex Parkway? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you have any comments and/or questions about the plans to keep residents, businesses, 
and stakeholders informed throughout construction?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Other comments and/or questions: 
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 APPENDIX D:  FACTSHEETS 



Facts at a Glance: Windsor-Essex Parkway
Public Information Open House #3

Ontario and the Windsor Essex Mobility Group are delivering the Windsor-Essex Parkway in partnership with the 
communities of Windsor and Essex County, the travelling public who rely on the existing transportation infrastructure, and 
First Nations. The Public Information Open Houses (PIOH) provide people with the opportunity to review new project details, 
provide input on those details and talk one-on-one with the Project Team. The following Facts at a Glance provide an 
overview of the key subject areas presented at PIOH #3 (July 13, 2011). 

   Construction will start in August. 
 • First construction activities include:
  o Advance fill and wick drains installation
  o Construction of Grand Marais Drain (Turkey Creek) crossing
  o Construction of Howard Avenue Diversion
  o Excavation of the roadway
  o Highway 401 widening at the east end
  o Construction of four bridges including North Talbot Road bridge
  o Construction of four tunnels
  o Required drainage works. 

The Windsor-Essex Parkway will boost the local and regional economies by directly and indirectly supporting the creation of 
jobs over the lifespan of the project. Since January 2011, more than 700 jobs have been created.

   Remaining buildings will be demolished this summer. 
 • 130 buildings within the Parkway corridor were removed in 2009 and 2010. The                            
                remaining 182 buildings will be removed over the next three months.

 • Once again, a partnership has been struck with W.E. Pay it Forward to salvage  
   reusable materials from buildings.

   Endangered plant and snake species are being relocated so that we can                 
   build the Parkway and protect them.  
 • We are proceeding in accordance with permits received under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act (2007),   
     with measures to protect species at risk that would be affected by construction of the Windsor-Essex   
   Parkway. Other permits will be requested from the Ministry of Natural Resources where additional species are  
   discovered.

 • Once completed, the Windsor-Essex Parkway will provide a significant level of Carolinian landscape restoration  
    including tallgrass prairie creation and associated re-connections and habitat for species at risk in this area. 

   Many existing trees will be preserved in specific areas. 
 • Preserved trees must be native to the area, be in good health, and fit the proposed ecological landscape.

 • Removed vegetation will be reused for other parts of the project where possible.
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   3,900,000 cubic metres of earth will be excavated within the Parkway                  
   corridor. 
 • Roughly half of this excavated earth will be re-used for the project.

 • All materials will be transported on agreed upon haul routes. Haul routes will be well maintained to keep the    
   noise and dust of construction traffic to a minimum. 

    Hundreds of metres of utilities will be removed or relocated to accommodate  
   the below-grade freeway.
 • Utilities that will be removed and/or relocated include: 
  o gas mains
  o power lines 
  o telephone
  o cable TV
  o storm and sanitary sewers
  o watermains.

 • Utility relocations will be completed directly by utility companies and their subcontractors. The Windsor   
     Essex Mobility Group will relocate utilities owned by the municipalities. 

 • Except in a few locations, all utilities will be relocated underground.

 • All utility relocations are designed to minimize the impact to the travelling public and customers.

   Building tunnels and bridges is a major component of the construction            
   schedule. 

 • The 11 tunnels and 11 bridges included in the Windsor-Essex Parkway contribute to its overall unique design.

 •  Bridge construction includes four main steps:
  o site preparation
  o excavation and driving of piles
  o construction of abutments, pile caps, piers, 
     walls and side slopes
  o casting of concrete bridge deck.

 • Tunnel construction includes four main steps:
  o site preparation
  o excavation and driving of piles
  o construction of abutments, pile caps, piers, walls and 
     side slopes
  o installation of girders and casting of bridge deck
  o placement of tunnel top.

 • Sufficient soil will be placed on top of the tunnels to allow for 
   landscaping. 

 • To ensure the stability of the tunnels, bridges and other structures, footings (or piles) will need to be driven 
    into the ground to reach bedrock.  
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   A variety of methods will ease construction noise.
 • All construction equipment will be in good repair, be fitted with functioning mufflers, and be compliant with the noise  
   emission standards outlined in Ministry of the Environment guidelines.

 • The most noisy construction activities will be limited to daytime hours and work will be carried out in accordance  
   with municipal noise by-law requirements.

 • We will tell you in advance if any noise by-law exemptions are being sought.

    Design and Construction Reports (DCR) will demonstrate how environmental   
   assessment commitments are being incorporated into the Parkway.
 • Most highway projects require one DCR. The Parkway is unique. To meet the aggressive construction   
     schedule, the Parkway project has been divided into components so parts of the project can proceed   
   to construction while other parts are still being designed.

 • Information from the eight DCRs needed for the Parkway will be presented at PIOHs and the DCRs will be  
   available for a 30-day review period. Look for public notices advising of the start of review periods.

   Two stormwater management ponds have been enlarged to accommodate     
   updated provincial standards.
 • The stormwater management pond at Todd Lane and Huron Church Line will have relocated overhead hydro lines. 
   The wetland associated with this pond provides an important ecological benefit for the project.

 • The stormwater management pond west of Matchette Road will be increased slightly in size to provide better
                drainage.

   

   Four lanes of traffic will be maintained along Highway 3/Huron Church Road 
   during core travelling hours for the duration of construction of the Parkway.
 • Diversions (on-site temporary roads built to move traffic around construction activities), temporary road closures   
    and lane reductions during late night hours will assist in accomplishing this.

 • Core travelling hours are from 5:00 a.m. to midnight.

 • Emergency Services Providers (ESP) are participating in design meetings and will continue to be involved  
   throughout construction to coordinate/discuss the different traffic configurations during the construction   
     phase. During construction ESP will be able to travel throughout the entire corridor in the event of an emergency.
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   Feedback from PIOH 1 and 2 has been incorporated in or is being               
   considered for the Parkway design and construction mitigation.
 • Items to be included or under consideration include:
  o public parking and access points for the trail system
  o urban access to natural areas 
  o use of plants native to the Windsor-Essex area in landscaping
  o connecting the Windsor-Essex Parkway trails to existing trail networks and municipal Trail Master Plans.

   There are many ways that you can find information, ask questions or submit    
   comments.
 • Call the Windsor Essex Mobility Group’s Public Liaison Office at 1-877-WE-PKWAY or visit the office located  
   at 2187 Huron Church Road, Suite 340A, during regular business hours.

 • Visit www.weparkway.ca for updates on activities going on in the corridor and new information. Use the   
     feedback form available on the “Stay Informed” tab to submit a comment or ask a question. While you   
      are there, sign-up to join the project email list to receive project information in your inbox.

 • Sign-up for an upcoming Neighbourhood or Business Meeting at the PIOH, by calling the Public Liaison   
   Office or through the project website.

 • Follow the project on Twitter at www.twitter.com/weparkway for real-time updates and to talk with the   
   project team.

 • At www.youtube.com/user/weparkway and www.flickr.com/photos/weparkway you can watch project-related  
   videos and view photos.

The Windsor-Essex Parkway is a once-in-a-generation undertaking. It is unprecedented in its community enhancement 
features for any highway, anywhere in Ontario. Upon completion, the 11 kilometre Parkway will ease the movement of goods 
and people to and from the Windsor-Detroit border, separate local and international traffic, and eliminate stop-and-go traffic in 
residential areas. With more than 300 acres of green space, 20 kilometres of recreational trails and new community 
connections, residents in Windsor-Essex will enjoy an improved quality of life. 

 
  



What’s Coming Next in 2011

August will mark the start of an aggressive construction schedule for the Windsor-Essex Parkway. To reduce the duration of 
construction and to have the Parkway open to traffic in late 2014, the Windsor Essex Mobility Group will:

 • organize the construction sequencing in the best possible manner
 • use prefabricated components for structures where possible
 • build traffic diversions to allow for unlimited access to construction areas while maintaining traffic flow through the 
   Highway 3/Huron Church Road corridor.

Parkway construction will start in August 2011. In an effort to minimize the length of time that the project takes, construction will be 
ongoing simultaneously throughout the project area. In short, construction will not start at one end and finish at the other but rather will 
be occurring at a number of locations within the project area at any given point in time.

The first construction activities you will see are:

Advance fill and wick drains installation: 
Wick drains are man-made drainage paths to allow faster settling of certain types of soils. They also provide greater strength in areas 
where a significant amount of fill will be placed. Once the wick drains are installed, fill will be placed to build up embankments and the 
area will be ready for road construction and paving. 
 
North of Chappus Street and west of Matchette, trial construction of wick drains and the embankment over them will take place to 
ensure construction techniques will achieve acceptable results.

Construction of Grand Marais Drain (Turkey Creek) crossing:  
The existing crossing will be improved through the installation of a culvert. It is anticipated that this work will commence by November, 
once the Fish Habitat Compensation Plan is approved. 

Howard Avenue Diversion: 
The Howard Avenue Diversion involves construction of a new permanent four-lane road that will connect Howard Avenue, Highway 
401 and Highway 3. The new road will be to the east of existing Howard Avenue and will have roadside ditches and a multi-use path. A 
roundabout will be constructed to connect Highway 3, Highway 401 on and off ramps, and the Howard Avenue Diversion. A carpool lot 
will also be constructed in this area.
 
Excavation of the roadway:
Excavation and movement of materials will happen throughout construction. You will begin to see trucks moving earth to the west end 
of the Parkway for wick drains installation in September 2011.

Highway 401 widening at the east end: 
It is proposed to widen Highway 401 from four to six lanes by constructing one additional eastbound lane and one additional westbound 
lane. The construction would commence 60 metres east of North Talbot Road and continue westerly for approximately 700 metres. 
 



Construction of four bridges, including North Talbot Road bridge:
Construction of four of the Parkway’s 11 bridges will begin this year. Work will start on:

 • Bridge  9 - located near Cabana Road West, this structure will carry an eastbound ramp from future Highway 3 to   
        the below-grade freeway
 • Bridge 10 - located west of St. Clair College, this bridge will take Highway 3 over the Parkway
 • Bridge 11 - located just west of Howard Avenue, this structure will carry both eastbound and westbound lanes of Highway 3  
        over the below-grade freeway
 • Bridge 15 - carries North Talbot Road over Highway 401 at the east limits of the Parkway.

The North Talbot Road bridge needs to be replaced to accommodate widening of Highway 401 from four to six lanes. It is anticipated 
that work on the North Talbot Road bridge will begin in August 2011 and last up to nine months.

Construction of four tunnels:
Tunnel tops will be landscaped open green space that is fully integrated with the surrounding ecological areas and the Parkway trail 
system. Several of the tunnel tops are proposed to have designed landscape treatments that support community use, and function as 
ecopassages. There are 11 tunnels in the Parkway design. Work will start on the following four this year:

 • Tunnel 2 - will carry Labelle Street intersecting with future Highway 3 over the below-grade freeway
 • Tunnel 7 - will carry future Highway 3 exit ramp and intersection with Huron Church Line over the below-grade freeway
 • Tunnel 10B - will carry pedestrian trails over the below-grade freeway
 • Tunnel 11 - will carry pedestrian trails over the below-grade freeway.

Required drainage works: 
Drainage control, including temporary drainage works and temporary stormwater ponds, will be provided where needed to ensure 
drainage standards for all roads and private property is maintained throughout construction.

For more information on the Windsor-Essex Parkway, visit www.weparkway.ca. Follow the project on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/WEParkway. 

 

 
disponible en français sur demande 
Prepared by the Windsor-Essex Parkway Project Team, July 2011



Building the Windsor-Essex Parkway will require a number of construction vehicles and heavy machinery. Residents may have already 
seen some of this equipment in use related to pre-construction activities and also in other construction projects in Windsor and Essex 
County.

In many cases, this equipment is new and has been built using green technologies. The 
Windsor Essex Mobility Group is committed to ensuring all equipment meets environmental 
and technical standards expected of all contractors conducting work for the Ontario Ministry 
of Transportation.

The equipment used to construct the Parkway will include: front-end loaders/backhoes, 
bulldozers, excavators, pile drivers, tri-axel dump trucks, cranes, demolition hammers, 
rollers, graders, and concrete pumper trucks.

Equipment for demolition:

It is anticipated that demolition of the North Talbot Road bridge over the existing Highway 401 will 
begin in August 2011. The equipment required for this work includes an excavator. The excavator is 
a large shovel type machine with “teeth” that grabs pieces of a structure and pulls it apart. It is 
capable of pulling apart large buildings and concrete pillars. Demolition hammers will be used to 
break up concrete for removal and cranes will be used to lift each piece. Dump trucks will haul 
materials offsite for recycling and reuse in other areas of the Parkway. 

Excavators and dump trucks will also be used to remove the remaining buildings in the corridor. 
Once the materials are removed from the sites, dump trucks will fill the areas to level while it is 
waiting for road/tunnel/bridge construction. Fencing and safety equipment will be in place in areas 
under construction.

Equipment for road removal and site preparation:

Excavators will be used to break up the road surface and transfer the materials into dump trucks.  
The shovel is lowered to the road surface quickly and forcefully to break up the pavement and 
scoop it out of the way. Once this is complete, the materials are loaded into a dump truck and 
hauled offsite for recycling.

Bulldozers will “clear and grub” road areas for construction. Grubbing is a term used for the removal 
of all materials from the construction zone. This includes trees, grass and asphalt. The materials are 
taken off-site for recycling or disposal.

For the Parkway, 3.9 million cubic metres of soil and fill will be removed to construct the lowered 
roadway. This fill will be removed by bulldozers and excavators and hauled to a specific site by 
dump trucks.

Equipment for bridge and tunnel construction:

Pile driving rigs are used to drive metal piles into the ground to support bridge, tunnel and wall 
structures. Metal piles are like a foundation of a building. They support the structure and prevent it 
from falling down. Because of this region’s soil conditions, approximately 5,600 steel piles are 
needed to support all three of these structure types. 

The pile driver hammers the metal pile into the ground until it hits bedrock. Once this is complete, 
the structure can be built on top of it. The equipment for bridge and tunnel construction will include 
concrete trucks, front-end loaders, excavators, cranes, pile drivers and concrete pumper trucks. 

Construction Equipment 

concrete pumping truck

pile driving rig

excavator



 

 

Equipment for noise barrier construction:

Noise barriers will consist of concrete pilings in the ground and 
pre-constructed panels built on top. Excavators and bulldozers will  
be used to prepare the area where the walls will be built and concrete 
pumper trucks will be used to build the footings into the ground. For 
some noise barriers, piles will be driven into the ground. Once the 
footings are in place, flatbed trucks will bring the panels to the site and  
a crane will lift the panels into place.

Road material and construction:

Once bridge structures are in place, road construction will begin. Materials  
used to construct roadbeds are called aggregates. Making a road is like   
making a cake and requires a “road recipe.” Several ingredients are required   
to create road material that is then placed in the corridor. Because of this,  
road materials can be recycled to be re-mixed into the roadbed recipe.   
Recycling road materials is an interesting and unique process. The asphalt  
and cement removed from the old roadbed are taken to an aggregate site   
for processing. Processing of the road materials includes breaking up the 
asphalt/concrete with a grinder, sorting the materials into like piles, and   
then mixing the different materials to create the road. 

Windsor-Essex is unique in temperature and vehicle use. The length of   
summer and the volume of trucks in the area require the roadbed to be   
made of a heavy concrete mix to prevent melting during hot summer months  
with heavy vehicles on it. Roadbed materials are different throughout the   
province. Northern roads have a different aggregate mix than southern roads.  
The construction of the roadbed will require a mix of concrete and asphalt.   
To build a roadbed like this, the old aggregates will be remixed to the proper 
consistency and then placed by the equipment. This equipment includes  
dump trucks, front-end loaders, excavators, bulldozers, rollers and road graders. 

Learn More:

Residents and travellers can expect to see a lot of heavy equipment as   
construction begins this year. Please visit www.weparkway.ca to learn  
more about the Windsor-Essex Parkway. Updates will be posted on Twitter 
(www.twitter.com/WEParkway) and photos and videos will be posted on our 
Flickr (www.flickr.com/photos/weparkway) and YouTube pages 
(www.youtube.com/user/weparkway). 
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APPENDIX E: DISPLAY BOARDS 



Public Information Open House #3 
July 13, 2011 

The Windsor-Essex Parkway Project

>> Please Sign In << 

Members of the Project Team are available to discuss any questions that you may have. 

WELCOME




